Deaths from paracervical anesthesia used for first-trimester abortion, 1972-1975.
Since January 1, 1972, five women in the United States are reported to have died from paracervical anesthesia used for first-trimester abortions. This report describes the three most recent deaths. Toxic doses of lidocaine, substantiated by post-mortem blood levels of 5 and 9 mug per milliliter, probably led to two deaths; an intolerance to or inadvertent intravenous administration of mepivacaine probably caused the third. Administration of an appropriate dose of local anesthetic appears to be the single most important factor in preventing catastrophic reactions.